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Mr,  Chairman,  Mrs,  l'ield  and  Gnetlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the 
health  of  the  Startforth  Rural  District  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December  1952.  Dr.  Priestman  resigned  ills  office  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  31st  August  1952,  and  my 
duties  commenced  on  1st  September  1952. 

The  mid-year  population,  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  was  4,302,  an  increase  of  10  on  that  for 
the  year  1951.  (The  1951  Census  population  was  5,097). 

The  fijures  used  in  this  report  are  on  the  former  population. 

The  Dirth  Rate  was  again  higher  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales  and  is  very  similar  to  the  rate  in  1951. 


It  is  pleasing  to  record  no  maternal  deaths  for 
the  past  four  years  and  only  one  death  in  an  infant  due  to 
prematurity  and  which  occurred  at  Green'oank  Hospital,  Darl¬ 
ington. 


The  Death  Rate  was  slightly  lower  in  1952  than  in 
the  previous  year  and  is  somewhat  higher  than  that  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales ;  and  in  this  connection  13  deaths  were  in  the 
65/75  age  group  and  24  in  the  over  75  age  group.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  but  8  were  caused  by  Cancer,  a 
disease  which  remains  a  deadly  and.  unsolved  menace  despite 
intensive  research. 

The  chief  cause  of  death  was  Heart  Disease,  a  find- 
which  is  common  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infectious  Diseases  were  at  a  low  ebb  during  the 
year  and  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  were  one  less  than  in 
1951. 


Successful  vaccinations  numoerGd  28  of  which 
number  2C  were  in  the  0-5  years  group;  these  figures  cannot 
be  regarded  as  satisfactory  considering  the  number  of  births 
(70)  in  the  year. 

Diphtheria  has  been  practically  extinguished  owing 
to  the  complete  success  of  artificial  immunisation,  and  it 
must  be  remembered  that  only  by  immunisation  can  this  very 
dangerous  disease  remain  conquered. 

The  number  of  visits  of  domiciliary  midwifery  was 
1395  compared  with  1730  in  the  previous  year,  the  number  of 
Home  Nursing  visits  2806  compared  with  3325  in  1951,  and  the 
number  of  Health  Visits  3390  compared  with  3701  last  year. 

The  public  health  work  of  the  District  has  beer- 
carried  out  as  usual  and  I  would  like  to  thank  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Ashcroft,  for  Ms  kind  co-operation  at  all 
times  and  my  clerical  staff  for  their  constant  hel u  and  con¬ 
sole  nti  ous  wo  r  k. 


Me di c aL  0 f f i 06 r  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  SgjTO 


Sedipal.  Officer,  of  Health  -  Austin  Pries ton,  M.3.  ,  Ch.B. . 

P.P^Hf.  ,  resigned  31  August  1952. 
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1'  *  P " r-  *  AT po i nt  e  d  1st  S  s  j  i ■ u  1953  • 


Sanitary _  Ins e optojr  ~  Mr,  T.  Ashcroft,  O.R.S.I.  ,  Ass* M. Inst. 

San*  Engs * 


Area  of  the  District  in  acres  ... 

Resident  Po  pul  at i o n  ... 

(Registrar  Generals  Mid-year  estimate) 
Numb e r  of  i nha bi t e d  hous g  s  ... 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April  1952  . . . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ... 
Rate  in  £  levied  at  1st  April  1952  ... 


97 , 630 
4,302 

1,399 
£  50,400 
£  207. 
19/6 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS.  The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the 
year  was  70,  as  against  72  in  1951.  The  birth  rate 
comparisons  shows  that  the  rate  for  the  District  is 
in  excess  of  that  for  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales. 

Birth  Rate  Comparisons.  (per  1,000  estimated  population) 


Live  Births 


Still  Births 


Startforth  Rur a 1  Pi st r i c t 
Start forth  Rural  District 
England  and  Wales  1252 


j. 


1952 

16.27 

,67 

1951 

16.77 

.23 

15.  30 

•  33 

Analysis  of  Births. 

Live  Births 
1952  1951 

M  g  It  _ F 

Legitimate  38  30  33  32 

Illegitimate  11  .2 


Still  Births 
1952  1951 

It F  M _ F 

12.1 

•  •-  •  • 


Re sidential  distriubtion  of  Births  during  195? . 


Bald,  ersdale 
Bar  for  tli 
Barningham 
Boldron 
Bowes 
Brignall 
Cot her stone 
Gil money 
Greta  Bridge 
Hoi wi oh 
Hutton  Magna 
Lartington 
Luned.ale 
Mi chi e ton 
Ovington 
Rohe oy 
Romildhirh 
Scar gill 
Startforth 
Wycliffe 


Live  Births  Still  Births 
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DEATHS,  Maternal  Mortality.  Again,  as  in  the  'past  four 
years'  there"  was’  ho  case  of  a  woman  dying  in,  or 
in  consequence  of  childbirth  in  the  District;  this 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  maternal  mortality 
rate  for  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales,  which,  for 
1952  was  .72  per  1,000  total  births. 

Infantile  Mortality.  The  number  of  infants  funder 
one  year*]’ "who  died  "during  1952  was  one,  a3  against 
two  in  1951,  which  shows  a  lower  rate  than  that  for 
the  rest  of  England  and  Wales  for  1952. 


Infantile  Mortality.  Comparisons. 


per  1,000_ 


live  births. 


Startforth  Rural  District  1952  14.28 

Start forth  Rural  District  1951  27.40 

England  and  Wales  1952  27.50 

Analysis  of  Infantile  Deaths,  Sexes  .and.  Ages. 

Immaturity,  Premature  birth  (20  weeks  pregnancy)  Premature 
Rupture  of  liemoranes.  Pemaie.  3  days. 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  During  1952  there  were  52  deaths 
from  all  causes  registered  in  the  District,  as  against  56 
in  1951;  though  the  rate  is  again  higher  than  that  for 
the  rest  of  England , and  Wales  it  is  noted  that  22  deaths 
were  in  the  55/75  age  group  and  24  in  the  over  75  years 
age  group. 


Deaths  rates_ comparisons. 


■Death.  Rate  per  1,000  population. 


Startforth  Rural  District  1952  ...  12.09 
Startforth  Rural  District  1951  ...  13.05 
England  and  Wales  1952  ...  11.30 


Causes  cf  all  Deaths  and  Sexes 

T/B  of  Respiratory  System 
Malignant  .Neoplasm,  Stomach. 

tT  IT  Lu£i£,  Bronchus 

”  "  Breast 

Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Cfcronary  Diseases,  Angina. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease- 
Other  Heart  Diseases 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  Diseases 

Influenza 

Pne  umonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  Accidents 

Suicide 


1951  1952 

i c;;x  £““2. 
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.  .  «  • 

1  2  .  1 


Totals 


27 


29  19  33 
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Ages 

>  -«wt  ■>  * 

From 

at  Death  -  from  all 
birth  to  one  day 

pauses^. 

•  «  • 

1952 

»•  «  •■-■sr  — « 

• 

1951 
‘  2  ' 

From 

one  day  to  one  week 

C  (1  6 

1 

A 

Under 

one  year 

VAC 

1 

2 

From 

1  to  25  years 

*  •  © 

1 

-u 

From 

25  to  55  " 

^  •  t 

4 

S 

From 

55  to  G5  TT 

C  C  t 

o 

\  m 
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65  to  75  " 

e  e  t 

t « 

15 

Over  75 

•  o  c 

24 

O-e 

Totals 

52 

56 

Number 

of  Deaths 

from  the  Seven  Chief  Causes 

and  comparisons  with 

~~  ro. 

'  of  ' " 

the  previous  year. 

Rate 

per 

Deaths 

Causes  of  Death. 

1000 

joop. 

1951"J" 

1952 

1951* 

1952 

Cancer 

2710 

It  8  6 

4 

3 

Respiratory  (not  T/B) 

.93 

.70 

14 

27 

Heart  Disease  ... 

3.26 

6.28 

• 

• 

T/B.  -  Pulmonary  ... 

.00 

.00 

• 

• 

T/B.  -  Nonpulmonary  . 

.00 

.00 

3 

• 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

,70 

.00 

12 

7 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

Sys2.  30 

1.62 

42 

45 

Totals 

9.79 

10.  46 
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Residential  Distribution  of 

Deaths 
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12 
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Romaldkirk  ... 
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Startforth  ... 
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1 

Totals 

31 

30 

19 

33 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  There  were-  25  cases 

of  notifiable 

disease 

"'"'reported  during  1952,  as  against  68 

cases  in  1951. 

Analysis  and  Comparisons 

1951 

1952 

with  1951 

ScarlGt  Fever 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Measles 

•  «  • 

23 

12 

Acute  Pneumonia 

•  t  • 

3 

1 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

1 

• 

Food  Poisoning 

•  •  • 

• 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

*  #  t 

37 

7 

Malaria 

•  •  • 

• 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

%  %  9 

2 

— '  -MM 

1 

Tot  als 

V 

68 

25 
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Residential  Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  during  19_52. _ 


Measles' 

1 

3 hie  nr- 

morla 

iTC.oop 

ing 

OOTlgll 

Scarl ot 
Fever 

[hrys- 
i  pe  la 

!  Food 
c  .Poison 

|  |  p  7 

|  OIr  chen 

Pcz 

i 

■  lial- 

Ka  i 

Barningham 

3. 

■t 

• 

L  .  _r .  :  •» 

r. 

f-  .  - 

7"  ! 

Bowe  e 

3 

. 

* 

r 

- — - 

,  i  L 

•% 

- - H 

•  1 

0other3tone 

_ _ i  j 

9. 

1 

— 

C 

» 

c 

Or  eta  Bridge 

» 

* 

. 

,, 

- J 

Hoi wick 

.1  ' 

c 

i 

-  ..  .. 

V 

u 

—  1 - 

[Lartington 

3 

« 

a 

© 

0 

.  _ 

Mickle ton 

1 

• 

* 

1 

e 

* 

0 

Ovington 

1 

• 

1 

e 

c 

o 

» 

Romaldklrk 

2 

• 

' 

e 

• 

• 

c 

**''*  — - 

• 

Startforth 

i 

i 

5 

• 

• 

a 

• 

• 

Totals 

1 

a 

1 

2 

• 

**^-r  tr-r 

X 

r-.s 

~T  ‘ 

~  y- 

J-*-:  *=-• 

SBSffipypQSIS.  There  were  two  new  notifications  of  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year,  compared  with  three  in*  1951. 


Analysis  of  Tube r c ul os i s_  no tl ficatl ons. 


1.  Female, 

2.  Female, 


ayecl  38,  Pulmonary,  Resident  of  Rolls  by. 
ayed  4,  Pulmonary,  Resident  ox  Roks by, 
Lio  the  r  and  Da ught.  e  r , 


...rom  Tuberculosis.  Once  again  there  wore  no 
c-.eat.as  from  Tuberculosis:  the  same  as  in  3.950 
and  1C 51, 


YACO I  JUT  I  OKI  A1Q  D/GaUIT I  -SAT  IONS , 
me  rl i  c  al  pr ac  t  i  t  Fone": 
vaccinations  carris  < 
against  18  in  1951, 


Records  received  from 
•show  that  there  were  ?_ 8 
out  during  the  year,  as 
30  immunisations  were 


carried  out  during  the  year. 
1951. 


as  against  32  in 


Comparisons  and  Age 

Groups  of  Vaccinations 

and  Immunisati 

ons. 

1951 

p  -  5  years  over  5 

1952 

0-5  years 

over  5 

Successful--  Vaobi  nations. 

;  12 

6 

20 

8 

Completed  Course  of 

Immunisation 

22 

10 

23 

7 
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Lunedale 
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Mickleton 
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Ovington 

c 
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I 
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Romaldkirk 

T 

X 
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2 
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Startforth 

7 

2 

5 

2 

Wycliffe 

9 

e 
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0 

Totals 

20 

8 

23 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  ACT 


.946c 


Section  22. 
Section  25, 
Section  24. 
Section  25. 


Care  of  Mother  s  and  Young  Children. 
Domioili ory  Hi  dwifery. 

He  cl  tli  Vi  sit  ir.g, 
gome  Nur  s  ing  L 


Hour  Lx ,? trio t  Mum  s  -  /Mi  dviv e  3 


o  Li*.  ij.u.  C  1 


ri  . 

U..QI 


carry 


Riding  County 
four  sections. 

rict,  -  at  Barningham,  which  x 


’  Y  rnc 


North. 


c r'n 3S  re c; nr. re 0. 


There  is  one 


or 


the 


above 


)  X  G  0  .ii  c  C.  iL  l 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  in  the  List- 
which  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
County  Council  ana  which  is  ait ended  hj  a  local  practitioner  and 
the  District  Nurse  /hi  dwife  for  that  area:  fall  adt  ant  age  being 
taken  of  the  facilities  offered. 


Number  of  visits  paid  to  the  patients  by  the  District  Nurse; Aid- 
wives  during  1952  under  the  following  categories,  and  compared 


with  the  same  categories  for  1951. 


Category 

1951 

Domi  ciliary  Mi  dwi  f e  rjr 

1.730 

Home  Nursing 

5325 

Health  Visiting 

3701 

1952 

1395 

2305 

3330 


Section  27 *  Ambul anc e  Sc- rvi c e .  The  North  Riding 
Count3r  Council*  pro vlde^^thls-  service  by  arrangement  with  the  St. 
John's  Ambulance  Brigade,  who  have  three  vehicles  stationed  at 
Richmond  and,  v/ith  the  Hospital  Oar  Service,  under  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service.  These  two  services 
adequately  cover  Richmond  Borough  and  the  Rura.1  Districts  of 
Richmond,  Croft,  Startfcrth  and  Reeth. 


Section  28.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After 

-  —  -  Q~re% 

The  work  of  vaccination  and  immunisation,  together  with 
the  advice  spread  by  those  working  in  the  Public  Health  Service, 
Inspectors,  Midwives,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officers, 
Doctors,  and  Nurses,  must  all  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the 
general  health  of  the  community. 
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Section  29.  Domestic.  He  1  ^ 
~Tyj  exran^e'm^n'r  ti 
snd  during  1 1 52 
with  four  o  1 
being  as;  follows; 


Service^.  This  service  Is  provided 
;li  the  iTorth  HI.  d  Ing  County  Council, 


.  '•  c. 


2.  V 


oases  received  ho 
01,  the  3  no lysis 


1 

-  t 


and 


as  :  spared 
"onrinri  son 


Cate^;or^ 


Domiciliary  Donfinennt 
Chronic  Sick 
Sick  Housewife 

Totals 


195; 


*‘anoe 


‘A 


1 


,10  H  7S 

XbTT 
D65 


•«  >  cr  r* 

c.  •'  OCj 


TJimi  v»  - 

^  #  v. 

2 9  5 


1 

1 


Section  51A  Mental  Health.  No  Committee  in  the  Area  and 
‘“base  arose"  Turing  1952  as  in  1951. 


no 


Dental  Service.  This  service  is  provided  by  arrangement  with 
the  'County  Council. 

ftt  1  onal_  Ass ig3 1 anc e  Act  1948,  Section  47.  No  cases  removed, 
during’ 'the  year! . 


-oOo- 


The  remainder  of  th5  s  report  was  compiled  oy  yo^r 
Sanitary  Inspector,  hr,'  T,  Ashcroft, 


Total  number  of  inspections  for  nuisance  only 
Total  number  cf  nuisances  found  .  o0 

Total  number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 
Total  number  of  Informal  Notices  served 


130 

56 

7 

55 


Rural  Nous  L  ng_  Curve  y. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year:- 
Number  of  houses  inspected  -  104 
The  result  cf  the  categories  being  as  follows :- 


Satisfactory  in  all  respects 
Minor  defects 

Repairs  of  structural  alterations  „  e  * 
Suitable  for  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts 

U  nf  i  t  ...  ...  .... 


e  ?  C 

or* 

ft  &  v' 


3  2 
23 
55 
8 
3 


Very  little  work  has  been  carried  out  under  this  heading  because 
improvements  cannot  be  carried  out  at  reasonable  costs  and  no 
grants  are  available  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1949. 

Closet  Accommodation.  Most  of  the  houses  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  are  on  the  pall  system  and  the  majority  of  these  are  in 
Parishes  without  main  sererage  and  water.  Until  the  Parishes 
are  properly  sewered,  and  provided  with  adequate  water  supplies 
conversions  cannot  be  entertained.  .During  the  year  the  follow¬ 
ing  work  has  been  carried  out  under  this  heading: - 

Number  of  new  WOs.  provided  ...  S 

Number  Sf  pail  conversions  to  WCa.  6 


Scavenging.  Public  scavenging  is  in  operation  in  the 
following  Parishes:-  Startforth,  Lartington,  Cotherstone,  r£nald- 
kirk,  Aickleton,  Holwick,  Hoke  by,  3ow6st  Bcldron,  Hutton  Magna, 
Ovington,  Barningham  and  sections  of  Lunedale,  3arforth,  Soar- 
gill  and  V/ycliffe,  The  ccllection  of  refuse  from  Deerbolt  Camp 
is  also  undertaken.  Two  Harrier  Scavenging  Vehicles  are  used 
with  a  driver/loader  and  a  loader  on  each.  The  refuse  is  de¬ 
posited  at  tips  that  are  semi-controlled. 


Scavenging  -  continued 


8. 


The  system  of  collection  and  disposal  is 
in  every  way,  Dating  the  year  under  review  no 
have  been  received. 


satisfactory 
c  c  mo;i  a  in  c  s 


n  r,  r  i  < 

A  '.1 

cases  notified 

.uu’  V'BB" 
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P— g mi o e s »  Ins  pec  im.  ^<ns  tiiv'c  been  made  during  tlic  year 
regard  to  cleanliness ,  sanitary  conveniences,  temperature 
and  ventilation. 


Number  of  inspections  23 
Number  cf  defects  found  10 
Number  of  defects  remedied  10 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  3?ood.  No  si  aught  e  r  i  ng  t  ale  s 
place  in  private  slaughterhouses*  Pigs  are  slaughtered  on 
private  premises  for  own  consumption.  If  notifications  an, 
given  of  slaughtering  inspections  are  made. 


Control.  The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 
1949  has  again  had  our  attention  during  the  year  as  will 
be  shown  by  the  following: - 
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Cothcr stone  (the  only  Parish  with  modern  works) 
Bowes  ,  Koma.ldId.rhj  Barninghaqi,  Mickle ton. 

The  Star tf or th  Works  are  overloaded  and  cannot  core  with  any 
additional  houses.  The  Bowes  Works  are  carrying  out  treat¬ 
ment  in  a  satisfactory  manner  during  normal  weather.  During 
rainy  periods  too  much  surface  water  is  admitted  to  the 
sewers.  The  Romaldkirk  Works  would  be.  improved  if  sludge 
beds  were  provided.  The  Barningham  and  Mickle ton  Works  are 
completely  obsolete. 

During  the  last  five  years  the  Council  have  had  the  following 
schemes  preoared:- 


Parish 

Estimated  cost 

Barningham 

£  3140 

3oldron 

£  2270 

Bowes 

£  3520 

Hutton  Magna 

£  3310 

Lartington 

£  2950 

Mickle ton 

£  5570 

Ovington 

£  2780 

Romaldkirk 

£  1550 

Startforth 

£  6520 

Water  Supply.  1.  The  water  supply  of  the  district  has  been 
satisfactory  (~a )  "in  quality  and  (b)  in  quantity  in  all  Parishes  6xc6pt 
Boldron  and  Qvington  where  a  shortage  existed  during  August  and.  Sept¬ 
ember  because  of  the  drought.  2.  Our  main  supply  is  from  the  Tees 
Valley  Water  Board,  Samples  of  water  taken  oy  us  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  public  supplies  have  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

3.  The  various  supplies  within  our  district  are  not  liable  to  have 
plumb o-sol' vent  action.  4.  At  Bowes  and  Barningham  where  chlorinators 
have  been  provided,  samples  taken  during  the  year  have  all  be  satis¬ 
factory. 
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